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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

First Sunday of Advent | November 30, 2025 

PRELUDE: “Fugue” in D Major (WTC I) J.S. Bach | Hando Nahkur 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
MINUTE FOR MINISTRY: Community Outreach 

GATHERING 
Please stand 

(Please turn and face the Cross as it enters the sanctuary)  
 
GATHERING HYMN: “The King Shall Come” ELW 260  

 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH - A: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on 
this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he 
comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our 
hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 
certain and whose day draws near. C: Amen. 
  
HYMN: “Light one Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW 240 (Vs. 1) 

 

 

YOU ARE WELCOME AT CHRIST 
LUTHERAN CHURCH because 
God welcomes you. You are 
welcome here regardless of 
your religious background, race 
or ethnicity, age, gender, sexual 
orientation, ability, national 
citizenship, economic 
circumstances, political views, 
marital status, or anything else 
that may divide or diminish our 
common humanity. Sharing 
faith in Jesus, who came to be 
the savior of all humanity, we 
strive to uphold and rejoice in 
the dignity, value, and gifts of 
every individual and to 
celebrate the richness that 
diverse backgrounds and 
personal stories bring to our 
community.  
 
CHILDCARE: We welcome the 
gift of having young people in 
worship and want them to 
experience what is happening 
in the sanctuary. We 
understand that they (or you) 
may need a break from 
sanctuary worship. To help 
accommodate that, we offer an 
area that is tended by a trained 
nursery worker. This room is 
located outside of the 
sanctuary and up the stairs.  
 
SERVICE: In Lutheran worship, 
we stand to pray and sing, and 
as a special sign of respect 
when we hear the words of the 
Gospel. We sit for the 
announcements, readings, and 
sermon. If you ever prefer to sit 
while others are standing or to 
stand while others are sitting, 
please feel free to do so! Sitting 
or standing is never required. 
Please let an usher know if you 
need to receive Holy 
Communion in your seat. 
  
HYMNAL: Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship (ELW). The red hymnal 
in the pew in front of you. 



2 
 

GREETING - P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. C: And also with you. 
  
KYRIE (We begin worship with an ancient prayer for God’s mercy, known by the Greek word “Kyrie,” for “Lord.”) 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY - P: Let us pray (Silence). Stir up your power, C: Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection, save us from the threatening dangers of our sins and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



3 
 

WORD 
Please be seated 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established as the highest of the mountains and 
shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall 
stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go 

forth instruction and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations and 
shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
neither shall they learn war any more. O house of 
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

 
PSALM 122 (The refrain is sung once by the cantor and repeated by all. The cantor sings the verses, and the 
congregation joins in the refrain) 

  

 I was glad when they | said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house | of the Lord.” 
 Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 Jerusalem is built | as a city 
  that is at unity | with itself; 
 to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of 
the Lord. 
C: Refrain. 

 For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
 Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
 Peace be with- | in your walls 
  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
 For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 Because of the house of the | Lord our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.”  
C: Refrain.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already 
the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 
is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw 
off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling 

and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 
 
A: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “He Came Down” ELW 253 (Vs. 1)           Please stand 
The Acclamation is sung by the cantor and repeated by all.   

 
 
PSALM TONE 4 

 
Show us your steadfast | love, O Lord, 
and grant us | your salvation. 
  

Repeat acclamation 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
P: The holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you, 
O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] “About that day and hour 
no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, 
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in the 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood 
came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the 

field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be 
taken, and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for 
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known 
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.” 
  
P: The Gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 Repeat acclamation

 
     Please be seated 

SERMON  
Please stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Come O Come Emmanuel” ELW 257 (Vs. 1-3) 
(1st verse sung together and Verses 2 & 3 - congregation sings only the refrain (Rejoice)) 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED (In response to hearing the Word, the church confesses our shared faith. This form of the creed is 
often used on Sundays, after Pentecost) 
 
A: We confess the faith of the church in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day, he rose again; he  

 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (When invited by the presider, the congregation may offer up their prayer petitions) 
  
A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the 
nations, and the whole creation.    
  
(After each petition) A: God of grace, C: hear our prayer.  

 
P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, 

Emmanuel. C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. P: Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  

Please be seated 
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MEAL 
OFFERINGS RECEIVED (Many of our members give electronically. Learn more at clcdallas.org) 
  
OFFERTORY (SPECIAL MUSIC): “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” P. Gerhardt, J. Cruger | Sanctuary Choir 
  
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

Please stand 
OFFERTORY HYMN: “Create in Me a Clean Heart (Capers)” ELW 185 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER - A: Let us pray. (Silence). Nourishing God, C: you are water in the wilderness and streams in the 
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your 
kingdom come. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE - P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE - P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of 
the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:     
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C: 

  
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER - P: God of our weary years, God 
of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along 
the way. In times of bitterness, you did not abandon us 
but guided us onto the path of love and light. In every 
age, you sent prophets to make known your loving will 
for all humanity. The cry of the poor has become your 
own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break 
bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom 
those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread and gave thanks; he broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again.  
 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return to free all the 
earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord 
Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. C: Amen. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of 
all who share this bread and cup with courage and 
wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
C: Amen. 
 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and 
martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the 
resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of 
your Son. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER - P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. C: Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever & ever. Amen.  
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LAMB OF GOD  

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - P: The gifts of God for the people of God. C: Thanks be to God. 

Please be seated 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Please use the sanitizer in your pew as you come forward for the Sacrament. Communion will be distributed at the rail 
in front of the altar. You will be given the host, which you may dip in the chalice containing red wine or white grape 
juice. If you want to receive a blessing instead, fold your arms before your chest. You may receive Communion in one 
kind (either the host or the chalice) if you wish. You may stand or kneel at the altar rail for prayer after you receive 
communion. Someone can pray with you if you wish. When the altar is cleared, the presider will invite the people to 
stand as they can 

Please stand 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - A: Let us pray (Silence). God our host, C: at this table you have fed us with joy and 
gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION (The presider blesses the people) 
 
SENDING HYMN: “Fling Wide the Door” ELW 259 

 
 
DISMISSAL - A: We are a community of faith reaching out to change lives. Let us go out in peace and share the good 
news! C: Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” Yiddish Folk Tune | Hando Nahkur 
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