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ChristNotes 
M o n t h l y  N e w s l e t t e r   

Thank you! Your gifts and offerings make a difference. 
 
God has a purpose for you. Throughout the past year, every day I learn more ways that God 
is active here among you. 
  
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvel-
ous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not re-
ceived mercy, but now you have received mercy. I Peter 2:9-10 
  
Let’s proclaim God’s mighty deeds! You can see on this page four photos that give just a 
glimpse of what God is doing through you in our community, country, and world. It’s a 

privilege to share these examples of God’s mighty deeds through the church—the body of Christ. 
  
Let’s keep our ministry strong! Please join me in making a gift as part of our offering to God. I make an automatic online 
monthly gift to Christ Lutheran Church so I can give regularly and conveniently. You may prefer to put a check or cash in 
an envelope. Either way, it’s a privilege to support God’s work with a portion of what God has given us. 
  
Finally, let me say again what a blessing it is to take this journey in ministry with you. An interim period can be an exciting 
time of new beginnings. Our time together is short but the results will be enduring. 
  
See you in church! 
Pastor Lanny Westphal 

Supporting church growth in Tanzania Rebuilding after Hurricane Matthew  

Spring Fling: Bringing church, preschool and neighbors together Easter Basket Drive for Family Gateway 
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Your Congregation Council met on May 28, 2019 and 
discussed the following.  
 

 Four minor bylaw changes will be considered at the 
next congregational meeting. 

  

 A number of property, financial and record retention 
systems were reviewed, along with the revised job 
descriptions for five CLC lay staff. The goal is to help 
everyone know and do their job! 

  

 Connie and Pastor will meet with the call committee 
Thursday night to discuss the calendar for the next 
steps in the call process. 

  

 Personal contact continues to be made with members 
who have been absent from worship. Some have be-
gun to return. 

  
Check the bulletin board outside the sanctuary for the full 
minutes of the meeting.  
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lasca Weiss 
CLC Secretary   

NEWS 
THE CALL COMMITTEE has received profiles of five 
prospective pastors for Christ Lutheran and arranged an 
initial interview with each candidate via Skype or phone 
in June. Seven meetings of the Committee are now sched-
uled through June 24 for interviews and deliberation.  
 
STEPS IN THE CALL PROCESS 
1. Bishop meets with the congregation council. DONE 
2. An interim pastor is appointed. DONE 
3. Congregational forums and small group discussions 

begin. DONE 
4. Council appoints a Future Directions Task Force to 

begin work on the Ministry Site Profile (MSP). 
DONE 

5. Congregation endorses key sections of the MSP. 
DONE 

6. Council appoints a call committee to complete the 
MSP. DONE 

7. Congregation members may suggest potential pastors 
to the call committee. DONE 

8. Call committee forwards the MSP and suggested po-
tential pastors to the synod office. DONE 

9. Synod staff provides profiles of pastors to 
the call committee for confidential interviews. DONE 

10. After interviews are completed, the call committee 
recommends one candidate to the council. 

11. Council affirms the recommendation and finalizes the 
compensation package. 

12. Candidate meets the council and congregation. 
13. Congregation votes to extend a Letter of Call. 
14. Bishop attests the Letter of Call and sends it to the 

pastor for a response. 
15. Council appoints a transition team to welcome the 

called pastor and plan for the installation.  
 
SUMMARY OF BISHOP’S TALK 
We were fortunate to have Bishop Erik Gronberg with us 
on May 19 to preach and lead a Sunday School discussion 
on the topic of “Growing a Congregation.”  He explained 
that a congregation hoping to grow must: 

  
1. Want to grow - and not just stay the same (Q: what is 

our mission?) 
2.  Know who we are – and who we are not (Q: what is 

our identity?) 
3. Thinks carefully whom they are trying to reach and 

how best to connect to and welcome those people (Q: 
what is our “target demographic”)  

4. With new members/visitors, we must integrate them 
quickly into the life of the church and also release 
them graciously when they leave (people move often 
and that is ok) 

  
Furthermore, there has to be a good feeling in the congre-
gation. Members should like each other! Visitors are of-
ten seeking a strong sense of community. They can tell if 
a congregation has it – or not.   
 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT FOR JUNE: We give 
firstfruits, giving to God first to show our priorities. “The 
firstfruits of your grain, of your wine and of your oil, and 
the first fleece of your sheep, you shall give him.” Deu-
teronomy 18:4 ESV 

Thank you for your support of Christ’s mission! 

CONGREGATIONAL FINANCIAL UPDATE:  

January-April 
Total Income  
Total Expense  
Net  

General Fund 
$204, 457.77 
$206,322.89 
($1,865.12) 

Building Fund 
$23,783.22 
$28,233.00 
($4,449.78) 
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Bishop Gronberg said that we the members are the best 
advertising for attracting new members, and we should be 
able to communicate who we are and what we offer.  He 
suggested we look close by for people to draw in – CLP 
families, SMU students, groups who use our facilities. 
  
In Australia there are two ways to do ranching:  build 
fences to keep the cattle in, or dig wells to attract them to 
water. We need to dig wells and provide something life-
giving that will attract people to our community of 
faith.  What are the wells we already have, and which 
ones do we have yet to dig? 
  
~ Ginger Hagens and Pastor Lanny 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda Ness, the new director of the synod Mission En-
dowment Fund (MEF), and Virginia Worley, CLC mem-
ber and new MEF board member, came to my office to 
say thank you for the consistent support from Christ Lu-
theran Church! We discussed how to increase awareness 
within the congregations of the Synod about the differ-
ence that the endowment’s seed grants have made in peo-
ple’s lives. ~ Pastor Westphal  
 
MEMORIAL SIGN FOR THE PARKING LOT. 

 Wren became a member of Christ Lutheran Church in 
1967 and loved calling Christ Lutheran his home.  Com-
ing from the quieter side of his childhood Methodist 
Church, he loved all of the “Lutheran gatherings”. From 
growing his faith in the Bible studies, to being an assis-
tant minister and ushering, to being serenaded to the tune 
of “Santa Baby” at the Friends Christmas party, he would 
remark “even if these people were not church members, I 
would want to be friends with them”.  As he nurtured his 
faith journey, he cherished the wonderful friendships he 
made along the way. 
 
There were many memorials given in Wren’s name desig-
nated for Christ Lutheran.  Our family chose to place 
those memorials in the permanent CLC Endowment Fund 
so they could continue to grow and in turn be given to 
mission out reach. 
 
Our family wished to match those memorials by purchas-
ing a Christ Lutheran identification sign at the entrance to 
the parking lot in memory of Wren and his love for his 

“church family”.  The love of Christ shines bright in this 
congregation and continues to provide that same hope on 
my faith journey as it did for Wren’s faith journey.  
 
Thank you for being a part of Wren’s life. 
 
Virginia H. Worley and Children; 
Mitch (Dawn), Bill (Carol) Jimmy (Melanie) and Wrenda 
(David) Benson 
 
MISSIONARIES IN MEXICO - This year the CLC 
Mission Endowment Fund began to sponsor ELCA mis-
sionaries in Mexico City, Rev. David and Alicia Brondos. 
You can see their recent newsletter on the Good News 
bulletin board in the narthex. Here is their first letter to 
CLC: 
Dear friends at Christ Lutheran, It was wonderful for Ali-
cia and me to receive the news that you will be sponsor-
ing us as ELCA missionaries. We are glad that you will 
be part of our ministry here in Mexico! My mother Eliza-
beth was born and raised less than 5 miles away from 
your location in Dallas, so your area holds a special place 
in our hearts. I don't know if you have seen the website I 
have at http://dbrondos.mx, but there I have lots of infor-
mation about ourselves and our work in Mexico. I have a 
page listing sponsoring congregations and will add your 
name to the list tomorrow! In the meantime, as you can 
see on the website, we send out a Missionary Newsletter 
every two months from my other email address. We look 
forward to getting to know you. I hope and pray that a 
visit will be possible next summer (2020). Greetings to all 
at Christ Lutheran and we look forward to being in touch! 
Blessings, David Brondos 
 
SEEKING ACCOMMODATIONS THIS SUMMER 
Nathan Schatz will be a senior at the University of Texas 
at Austin in the fall studying advertising with a minor in 
business. He is a member of Lutheran Campus Ministry 
and has been a counselor at Camp Lutherhill in LaGrange 
the past four summers. This summer he will be an intern 
at the Richards Group in Dallas from June 4 - August 10. 
He is looking into places to stay and is open to any possi-
bilities. You can call or text him at (832) 253-8473.  
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR WORSHIP - Can you 
serve once a month as an Assisting Minister or Commun-
ion Assistant? For more information, please see the an-
nouncement on the narthex kiosk or contact Peter Kow-
alczik via email (pkowalczik@gmail.com) or phone (972-
740-7943). 
 
ONLINE DONATIONS: For  the convenience of mak-
ing online gifts, visit clcdallas.org and on the Homepage, 
click “Donation”.  
 
ONLINE DIRECTORY: CLC now has an online di-
rectory. Here you can connect with CLC members and 
make updates to your profile. To access the directory, 
email spena@clcdallas.org to receive a username and 
password. 

http://dbrondos.mx/
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ONLINE CALENDAR: Visit clcdallas.org and scroll 
down on the Homepage to view the calendar. All forth-
coming events can be seen here. If you would like to add 
or make changes to the calendar, email 
spena@clcdallas.org. 

 
MT. OLIVE FOOD PANTRY DRIVE: Sunday, June 
2. Here’s a reminder to bring in any non-perishable food 
and household/cleaning/paper product donations on the 
first Sunday of each month! This quarter, the pantry spe-
cifically needs laundry detergent, breakfast cereals, 
canned meat, mac & cheese, stove top mixes, and peanut 
butter and jelly. Monetary donations are always welcome 
so the Pantry can buy in bulk at a discount. Checks can be 
made out to CLC and annotated 'Mt. Olive Food Pantry'. 
 
WELCOME RECEPTION: Sunday, June 2 we’re cel-
ebrating the Baptism of Cecelia Kou, welcoming Cecelia 
Into the family of Christ. We’re also welcoming into our 

church family Alicia Coats and Mike Claussen as new 
members. Please join us after the 2nd service for a recep-
tion to meet and welcome our new members. 

 MIKE CLAUSSEN came to Christ Lutheran Church 
by way of the website, has been visiting for several 
months and says he was drawn to the inviting and 
welcoming congregation. He grew up in Eastern Io-
wa, is a "cradle Lutheran" and currently lives in Cran-
dell, Texas.  Mike has a daughter, Elizabeth, and a 
son, Ben and is employed in the Kaufman ISD as a 
teacher aide and school bus driver, working with spe-
cial needs children. Golf and remodeling homes are 
hobbies and he has served as an assisting minister in 
his previous congregation. Mike has a wonderful 
sense of humor and says he enjoys having a joke or 
riddle for most every occasion. Welcome Mike! 

 

 ALICIA COATS came to Christ Lutheran Church 
with Mike Claussen and has been visiting for several 
months. She grew up in the Dallas area, is a "cradle 
Baptist" (her father is a minister) and currently lives 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

in Crandell, Texas. Alicia has a daughter and three 
sons and five grandchildren.  She is employed by the 
Kaufman ISD as a school bus driver and a CBI coach 
(taking life skill high school students off campus to 
various businesses to learn simple work skills). Sing-
ing, running, and crafts are hobbies and she has 
served as SS teacher, VBS director and teacher, pre-
school director and bus driver for field trips in her 
previous congregation. Alicia also has a wonderful 
sense of humor and a volunteer spirit. Welcome Ali-
cia! 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS (10-10:40 AM 
Sundays) 
All adults are invited to participate as often as you can!  

 Book of Acts, part 1 (June 2 in room 220) What hap-
pened to the apostles? Where did they go after Pente-
cost? Led by Pastor Westphal. 

 Book of Acts, part 2 (June 9 in room 220) The last 
day of Sunday School is on Pentecost, described in 
the book of Acts! Led by Pastor Westphal. 

 
VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: June 3 - June 6 

 Group leaders - to shepherd kids from station to sta-
tion 

 Snacks - Prepare and lead snack time - leader material 
is provided as well as most ingredients! 

 Bible story leaders - Themes and leader material pro-
vided  

 Meal preparation and clean up 
You do not need to be available every night - we can ro-
tate leaders! Please help publicize this among your family 
and friends - The more the merrier. Register at 
shorturl.at/bcBS0 
 
PENTECOST SUNDAY: Sunday, June 9 at both ser -
vices, in conjunction with the VBS presentation. Please 
wear red to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit in 
tongues of fire! 
  
BETTER CONVERSATIONS LOVING YOUR 
NEIGHBOR, EVEN WHEN YOU DISAGREE 
ABOUT POLITICS. We live in a polarized society in 
which neither “side” listens to the other. Families are be-
ing split apart, friendships are fractured, and even our 
church family finds it difficult to bridge the divide. This 
workshop faces controversial topics head-on by teaching 
the skills we all need for engaging in political discourse, 
not just rationally, but in a way that fosters love and un-
derstanding. This workshop is for opinionated people 
from the right, left and center of political and social posi-
tions. We encourage you to attend and participate in the 
biblical mandate of peacemaking. Saturday, June 29 Reg-
istration 9:30 am Program 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Shepherd 
of Life Lutheran Church 715 E. Lamar Blvd. • Arlington, 
TX 76011 Cost: Free (Your free will offering is wel-
come.) Includes lunch. Register at https://ntnl.org/
pwtbridging. This workshop is brought to you by the Pub-
lic Witness for Peace and Justice team of the NT-NL Syn-
od, ELCA.  

Mike and Alicia 

https://www.ntnl.org/pwtbridging
https://www.ntnl.org/pwtbridging
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE – There will be 
one Sunday worship service at 10 AM from June 16 
through August 11. This is a similar schedule to last sum-
mer, which was well received. The last contemporary 
worship service this spring was held on Sunday, May 19. 
The first one in the fall will be at 11 AM on August 18. 
 
DONUT VOLUNTEERS: We need donut volunteers to 
sign up for August-December, 2019. If you enjoy a tiny 
indulgence on Sunday mornings, have children who race 
to the tray for their little treat or maybe just want to make a 
small contribution of time to keep the wheels turning 
smoothly, please sign up on the sheet on the narthex bulletin 
board. If you have never participated in this ministry before, 
worry not! It is very simple—no meetings to attend, no 
reports to file, a quick and easy way to give back to CLC. 
All you have to do is pick them up at Mustang Donuts in 
Snider Plaza (6601 Hillcrest Ave). They'll be in a box on the 
counter marked CLC. It's that easy! 
 
CLC BOOK CLUB LIST FOR 2019-2020 

 “Prairie Fires: The American Dream of Laura Ingalls 
Wilder” by Caroline Fraser. C2017 - 508p. 

 “Inheritance, a Memoir of Geneology, Paternity and 
Love” by Dani Shapiro. c2019 - 272p. 

 “The Tattooist of Auschwitz: a Novel” by Heather 
Morris. c2018 - 262p. 

 “Mama’s Last Hug: Animal Emotions and What They 
Tell Us About Ourselves” by Frans de Waal. c2019
(March) - 335p. 

 “The Great Alone” by Kristin Hannah. c2018 - 438p. 

 “The Gown: A Novel of the Royal Wedding” by Jen-
nifer Robson. c2018 - 400p. 

 “God Save Texas: A Journey Into the Soul of the 
Lone Star State” by Lawrence Wright. c2018 - 368p. 

 “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens. c2018  
- 384p. 

“Next Year In Havana” by Chanel Cleeton. c2018 - 361p. 

CHILDREN/YOUTH CHIME CHOIR – It’s never too 
late to start thinking about becoming a part of the CLC 
Chime Choir. We encourage children & youth from first 
grade through confirmation age to be a part of the won-
derful musical ministry at Christ Lutheran Church. New 
season begins this fall, September 8. No music experience 
is necessary! We usually rehearse on Sunday morning at 
the beginning of the 11:00 service for approximately thir-
ty minutes. If you or your child have questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me. I will be happy to share what 
a chime is, what the musical score looks like and how we 
learn. ~ Cheryl Kowalczik - (281)660-5548 
 
SANCTUARY CHOIR: Come, make musical offerings 
to God and experience the presence of God through mu-
sic! New Choir Season starts on September 15, 2019! We 
have many exciting projects lined up for the new season. 
Our choir is small and every voice makes a difference. 
Can you help sing? Do you know others who could? Re-
hearsals - Wednesdays at 6:15 - 7:00 PM (first rehears-
al on September 11) Monthly worship leading schedule - 

8:30 AM service - every 1st and 3rd Sunday, 11:00 AM 
service - every 2nd and 4th Sunday. Learn more about 
music ministry activities: Phone - 469-720-9898 or at 
hando.nahkur@gmail.com. 
 
CLC 101: Interested in joining Chr ist Lutheran? Or  
learning more and getting involved in our church? Mark 
your calendar for CLC 101, Sundays, Oct. 6, 13 and 20, 
12:30 - 2:30 PM, Room 218. Contact Madge Earnshaw 
(214-679-5391) or Mary Ellen Durham (214-264-6686). 
 
PUMPKIN PATCH UNLOADING OF THE TRUCK: 
Saturday, October 12

th , all congregation members we 
need your help! Come join for fellowship, breakfast treats 
and coffee while unloading a huge truck full of pumpkins. 
We had a great turn out last year with laughs had by all.  
 
PUMPKIN PATCH: Saturday, October 12

 – Thursday, 
October 31, fur ther  details to come. 
 
DEAR MEMBERS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH: 
On behalf of the NT-NL Mission Endowment Fund, I 
would like to express our appreciation of the ongoing fi-
nancial gifts from Christ Lutheran. Your gifts enable the 
Endowment Fund to grow and to support a wide variety 
of ministries across our geographic Synod. Your support 
has helped the Fund grant $80,000 to 29 different minis-
tries in 2019. The exciting and innovative ministries re-
ceiving grants include start-up congregations, a comical 
podcast, a 25th anniversary celebration, a mobile food 
pantry, two educational retreats, adult and youth leader-
ship training, a community story time for preschoolers, 
and many more. Please accept our sincere thank you! 
  
You are also invited to join in our community celebration, 
October 19, 5 – 7 PM, at Advent Lutheran Church in Ar-
lington.  Our theme this year for the “Seeds that Change” 
fund raising event is SHARE THE HARVEST. Here 
you can learn more about these ministries and enjoy food, 
fun, and fellowship with other congregational members 
across our Synod.  Mark your calendars now.  More in-
formation will be supplied as the time approaches. Visit 
us at www.ntnl.org/ministries/mef/ 
  
Linda M Ness, Executive Director, NT-NL Mission En-
dowment Fund, mef@ntnl.org, 682-429-3446 
 
TRUNK OR TREAT: Fr iday, October 25, 5:00pm – 
6:00pm, further details to come. 
 
TREE OF THANKS: Sunday, November 24, fur ther  
details to come. 
 
ADVENT PARTY: Sunday, November 24, Dur ing 
Sunday School Hour, all children ages Pre- K – 4th Grade 
are welcome to join for a joint Advent Party with Christ 
Lutheran Preschool. 

https://www.ntnl.org/ministries/mef/
mailto:mef@ntnl.org
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CHILDREN & YOUTH 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:45-10:45 AM): 
Calling all toddlers through 4th graders! Please join us for 
Sunday School. All students gather in the gym to intro-
duce our Bible story & music. Students then go to class, 
second floor, just past the library. Parents/grandparents 
are welcome at any time and extra hands with the very 
young are appreciated. June Bible stories are:  

June 02 - Paul and Silas 
June 09 - The Holy Spir it 

June 16 - No Classes 
June 23 - No Classes 

Pre-K graduation was held on May 23rd.  There were 17 
children who were celebrated during our program, which 
included musical selections played by Hando Nahkur, 
songs sung by our graduates and the presentation of di-
plomas.  The children were given their own Bible, as well 
as other gifts to help them to remember their experience 
here at Christ Lutheran Preschool.  The graduating class 
of 2019 has also made tiles to be displayed outside the 
Nursery. 

CHRIST LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL 

Sunday School. All are welcome! 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH TRIP: Fr iday, June 21 - 
Tuesday, July 2, Youth entering 9th – 12th grade, this trip 
is for you! A mystery journey of 12 days, filled with ac-
tion-packed activities, is in store for you. With Scot Red-
man leading the way, join in on the yearly High School 
Mission Trip. The cost is $600 per youth and register 
here: www.clcdallas.org/blog/2019-high-school-youth-
trip 
 

YOUTH LED SERVICE: Sunday, July 7, 11:00 AM 
Service, the high school youth will be leading service and 
giving the message after returning from their mission trip. 
They will be sharing all they have learned with the con-
gregation. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH TRIP: Fr iday, August 2 – 
Saturday, August 10, Youth entering 5th – 8th grade, have 
you ever wondered what a mission trip would be like? 
Well you are in luck! Scot Redman has planned an 8 day 
mini trip for the younger youth to experience what an 
amazing adventure a mission trip is. The locations and 
stops are a mystery, but all youth are guaranteed for a 
great time. The cost is $400 per youth and register here: 
www.clcdallas.org/blog/2019-junior-high-mission-trip 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK OFF: August 18, Sunday 
School classes will begin after the summer break. 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: Sunday, August 
18, At the 11:00 AM Service, the Preschool will be join-
ing the congregation in a blessing of the backpacks for 
the new school year. The Christ Lutheran Preschool open 
house will be after the service. 

 

CHILDREN/YOUTH CHIME CHOIR – It’s never too 
late to start thinking about becoming a part of the CLC 
Chime Choir. We encourage children & youth from first 
grade through confirmation age to be a part of the won-
derful musical ministry at Christ Lutheran Church. New 
season begins this fall, September 8. No music experience 
is necessary! We usually rehearse on Sunday morning at 
the beginning of the 11:00 service for approximately thir-
ty minutes. If you or your child have questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me. I will be happy to share what 
a chime is, what the musical score looks like and how we 
learn. ~ Cheryl Kowalczik - (281)660-5548 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Monday, June 3 – 
Thursday, June 6, 5:30 PM nightly - VBS is right around 
the corner! The year’s theme is “Roar”. This epic African 
adventure engages the whole herd. At Roar, kids explore 
God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that pow-
ers them through this wildlife. All children are welcome 
to come for a fun night during the summer to sing songs, 
crafts and explore Bible stories in depth. We start with a 
meal at 5:30 PM and opening begins at 6 PM. Parents/
caregivers are welcome to join us for the closing at 8 PM. 
There is no cost for the VBS. T-shirts are available by pre
-order for $5 each and music CDs for $10. Registration 
link: clcdallas.org/blog/vacation-bible-school 
 

LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday, June 9, 
Children will partake in the last Sunday School for a sum-
mer break. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
SUNDAY: Sunday, June 9, at both 
8:30 AM and 11:00 AM Services, The 
children who attended VBS during the 
week will sing songs and narrate all 
they have learned. BETWEEN SER-
VICES AT 9:30 AM, we will offer 

blessings to the Heppe family as they move to Germany, 
and we will celebrate the culmination of VBS and CLC 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL 
We wish our graduates and their families many blessings 
in the years ahead!  Each family that has been a part of 
Christ Lutheran Preschool is special to us.  Summer is a 
bittersweet time of year for us as we prepare for our Pre-
K students, some who began attending as infants, to move 
on to the next phase of their lives.  We are thankful that 
the Lord has led these children and their families to us, 
and rejoice with them as they begin the exciting experi-
ence of attending Kindergarten.  I ask that the Congrega-
tion join us in keeping the children and their families in 
their thoughts and prayers.  We hope that we, too, will 
remain in their hearts, and that what they have gained 
during their years at Christ Lutheran Preschool will serve 
them well throughout their lives.   
 
We are looking forward to participating in Vacation Bible 
School again this summer. Many families have ordered T
-shirts and CDs and the children are eagerly awaiting this 
year’s "ROAR”ing experience! 
 
This summer, our daily Chapel experience continues at 9 
AM every morning. Join us if you can as we worship in 
prayer and song. 

 
June Special Events and Highlights 

June 3-6 Vacation Bible School 
 

 
Please join us in prayer: 

 

 For our recent Pre-K graduates and their families, as 
they prepare to move on to the next phase of their 
lives. 

 For the safety of all of our children and families as 
they enjoy their summer travel and other activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember, all Congregation members have an open invi-
tation to visit us and read to the children.  If you are avail-
able on any Tuesday morning, and would like to bless us 
with the gift of your presence, we would love it!  If Tues-
days don’t work, let us know and we’ll work with your 
schedule!  Books will be provided, all we need is YOU!  
Please contact us at 214-363-2242 or cdc-
staff@clcdallas.org if you are interested. 
 
May the Joy and Peace of Christ be with All of Us! 
Joanne Osterland 
CLP Executive Director 

Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit, for Theirs Is the King-
dom of Heaven (Matt. 5: 1-3) 
 

When the Lutheran  missionaries from America came to 
the Philippines in 1946 the first church they established 
was in the nation’s war-torn capital, Manila in the island 
of Luzon.  The second one was in a nearby town north of 
the city. My parents joined this church and it became my 
home church.   
 

While growing up I had a narrow and rather self-centered 
view of the Lutheran presence in the country. Because I 
lived in Manila, I thought that most Filipino Lutherans 
lived near where I was. 
 

Years later while serving in the Philippine Lutheran 
church’s Master Plan Committee I was surprised to know 
that the majority of Filipino Lutherans lived in the high-
lands of northern Luzon, far from the city. Most of them 
belonged to ethnic mountain tribes. Although the first 
missionary outreach began in Manila it was the subse-
quent mission to the ethnic communities of the northern 
Luzon mountains that flourished.     
 

The American missionary I worked with in the Commit-
tee offered a theory on why this was so.  Being relatively 
isolated the tribal communities tended to keep to their 
long-held indigenous beliefs. This consisted of the wor-
ship of ancestral spirits and animism, i.e., the belief that 
even non-living things such as rocks have spirits.  Reli-
gion for them consisted of maintaining good relationship 
with these capricious gods and avoiding their wrath.    
 

And so when these brothers and sisters in the highlands 
heard of the merciful, personal God who loved them and 
became one of them and even sacrificed Himself for their 
sake, they realized the inadequacy of their religious be-
liefs. They were amazed by this God who longed to have 
a living, dynamic relationship with them, and who was 
faithfully accompanying them through the struggles they 
faced in life. 
 

This God wanted to relate to them as a Father to His chil-
dren. This message was radically different from the im-
personal relationship that they had with their spirit-gods.  
The Gospel was like a breath of fresh air to them.  It was 
“good news” indeed! Prompted by the Holy Spirit, they 
opened their hearts and believed in the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

“Blessed are the poor in the spirit for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.”  (Matt. 5: 1-3.  Cf. Acts 17:22ff.). 
 

Today 53% of Lutheran worshipping communities in the 
Philippines are in the mountains north of Luzon island. 
Only15% live in the southern lowlands, where Manila is 
located.  The rest are dispersed in the other islands.  
 

Dear Father, re-kindle and sustain our hunger and thirst 
for the beautiful, old story of your love in Christ Jesus, 
just like those who hear it for the first time. Amen. 
 

Rev. Emmanuel N. Ilagan  

mailto:cdcstaff@clcdallas.org
mailto:cdcstaff@clcdallas.org
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Dear Lutherans, 
 
May was a month of special visitors at CLC. It was won-
derful to have Michael and Katharina Behrens return to 
CLC. So many wonderful memories from the time when 
they lived in Dallas. Michael brought many new ideas to 
CLC and helped us a lot with moving forward as church. 
Their presentation at the adult class showed how well 
they have developed their new churches in Germany. We 
hope they will visit us again soon.  

Bishop Erik Gronberg visited us on May 19, which was 
also contemporary service Sunday. I am very happy that 
he had a chance to experience our contemporary service. 
His positive feedback and encouragement after the ser-
vice were a great compliment to music ministry and con-
temporary service team. Many thanks to Bishop Gronberg 
for visiting and delivering another powerful sermon! 
 
Some of you might have already noticed that CLC church 
bells have started playing regularly in the steeple. This is 
truly wonderful and definitely gives our church a new 
kind of presence in the neighborhood. This was all possi-
ble thanks to JJ Morton and Scott Rolseth who both 
worked hard to make it work. Thank you! JJ often checks 
the control station to make sure all works perfectly. 

CLC Girls' Ensemble will lead our youth in song to this 
year's Vacation Bible School by singing a special rendi-
tion of You Are My All in All in both services on June 
2nd. This year's VBS (June 3-6) follows the theme 
“Roar” - an epic African adventure. At Roar, kids explore 
God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that pow-
ers them through this wild life. On June 9 the VBS youth 
will share with us all the highlights of the adventure in 
both services through music and narrations.   

with Pastors Michael and Katharina  

J.J. - Our Bell-Master  

MUSIC MINISTRY 

The following soloists/groups are scheduled to lead wor-
ship with music in June: June 2 - Brad Spellicy, Girls' 
Ensemble, June 9 - Suzanne Dunkelberg and VBS Youth 
(VBS/Pentecost Sunday), June 16 - Ken Thompson, June 
23 - Isaac Molina, June 30 - Laurel McConkey Allen.  
 
Many thanks to Brad and Harper Spellicy, Suzanne Dun-
kelberg, Ashley Mahon, Fred Hosey, Kelly Austin, Scott 
Kludt, Don Rowland, Liam Neuhoff, Ashlyn Carden, 
Sanctuary Choir, Children's Choir and Preschool for their 
beautiful music making in worship services in May! God 
Gets the Glory! 
 
"Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm 
the agitations of the soul; it is one of the most magnifi-
cent and delightful presents God has given us." (Martin 
Luther) 
 
Hando Nahkur 
Director of Music 
www.handonahkur.com 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 
8:30am - Worship 
9:45am - Youth & Children's 
Sunday 
10am - Adult Sunday School 
11am - Reception of New 
Members 
11am - Worship 
12pm - Welcome Reception 

3 
9am - VBS 
5:30pm - VBS 

4 
9am - VBS 
5:30pm - VBS 

5 
9am - VBS 
5:30pm - VBS 
6pm - Security Meeting 

6 
7:30am - Men’s 
Bible Study 
9am - VBS 
5:30pm - VBS 

7 8 

9 
8:30am - Worship: VBS 
Sunday 
9:45am - Youth & Children's 
Sunday 
10am - Adult Sunday School 
11am - Worship: VBS 

10  
 
Council  
Reports Due 
 
9am - Chapel 

11  
Sergio: Out of 
the Country 
 
9am - Chapel 

12  
Sergio: Out of the 
Country 
 
9am - Chapel 
10am - Staff 

13  
Sergio: Out of 
the Country 
 
9am - Chapel 

14  
Sergio: Out of 
the Country 
 
9am - Chapel 

15  
Sergio: Out of 
the Country 

16  
Sergio: Out of the Country 
 
10am - Worship 

17  
Sergio: Out of 
the Country 
 
Newsletter An-
nouncements 
Due 
 
9am - Chapel 

18  
Sergio: Out of 
the Country 
 
9am - Chapel 
6pm - Preschool 
Team 
7pm - Council 

19  
Sergio: Out of the 
Country 
 
9am - Chapel 
10am - Staff 

20  
 
9am - Chapel 

21  
High School 
Youth Trip 
 
9am - Chapel 

22  
High School 
Youth Trip 
 
9am - Mt. Ol-
ive: Christ for a 
Leadership 
Retreat  

23  
High School Youth Trip 
 
10am - Worship 
11:15am - Finance Ministry 

24  
High School 
Youth Trip 
 
9am - Chapel 

25  
High School 
Youth Trip 
 
9am - Chapel 

26  
High School Youth Trip 
 
9am - Chapel 

27  
High School 
Youth Trip 
 
9am - Chapel 

28  
High School 
Youth Trip 
 
9am - Chapel 

29  
High School 
Youth Trip 

30  
High School Youth Trip 
 
10am - Worship 
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3001 Lovers Lane 

Dallas, TX  75225 

214-363-4355 

www.clcdallas.org 

A community of faith, reaching out to change lives. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Activities & Groups at CLC 
 

Book Club 

Friends at Christ 

Meals on Wheels 

Men’s Bible Study 

Weekly Bible Study 

Sanctuary Choir & Bell Choir 

Children’s Choir & Chime Choir 

 

Ushers 

Counters 

Altar Guild 

Office Volunteers 

Flower Committee 

Deborah Circle, M&Ms 
(Women’s Bible Study,   

fellowship & service groups) 

Young Professionals 

 

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11 AM 

http://www.clcdallas.org

