SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 5, 2015

3001 Lovers Lane · Dallas, Texas 75225 · 214-363-4355

WELCOME!
Thank you for worshipping with us today. Christ Lutheran Church is a community of
faith, reaching out to change lives.
Children are always welcome in worship! But if you would prefer, we do have a nursery for
infants up to age three. For directions to the nursery, please ask an usher. Activity/coloring
books are available for older children. See below for more information about Christ Lutheran
Church and how you can be a part of our ministry.

A Community of Faith
The members of Christ Lutheran Church are dedicated to nurturing one another’s faith and
that of our visitors through our sanctuary choir and bell choir, youth groups, women’s
groups, men’s Bible study, youth choir and chime choir, book clubs and much more. Please
see our website for meeting times and contact information, or ask one of our ushers.

Reaching out to Change Lives
We realize that our ministry to the community, nation and world are of vital importance. We
change lives through ministries such as:
Angel Tree
Back on My Feet
Lutheran Social Services
Lutheran World Relief
Meals on Wheels

Mosaic
Mt. Olive Food Pantry
Texas Ramps Project
Texas Winds Musical Outreach
Water to Thrive

Learn more about Christ Lutheran Church’s mission and vision at www.clcdallas.org, visit
our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/christlutheran), or follow us on Twitter (@clcdallas).

Christ Lutheran Preschool
Our preschool has been a growing ministry in the church for more than 50 years. Children
between the ages of two months and five years are provided a safe, nurturing environment
with age-appropriate learning experiences to encourage physical, social-emotional, aesthetic,
cognitive and spiritual development. For more information about our preschool, please
contact their office at 214-363-2242.
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GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements
Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please stand.

The congregation is invited to share the peace with one another.
Confession and Forgiveness
P: We begin in the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. Let us confess our
sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Most merciful God,
C: Have mercy on us. We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted you
with our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in truth. In your
compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our light and truth. Amen.
P: With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, forgives
you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!
Opening Hymn 532 Gather Us In (vs. 1 and 2)
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Kyrie
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Hymn of Praise
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Salutation
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
C: God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom.
Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and
peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD

Please be seated.

First Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5
In 597 B.C., the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he received a
vision of God appearing majestically on a chariot throne. Today's reading recounts God's
commissioning of Ezekiel during this vision. The prophet is to speak God's word to a people
unwilling to hear.
He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he spoke
to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He said
to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled
against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. The descendants
are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, "Thus says
the Lord GOD." Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall
know that there has been a prophet among them.
A: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian boasting focuses
attention on how the power of Christ is present in our lives, especially in times of weakness
and vulnerability. No matter what our circumstances in life, Christ's grace is sufficient for us.
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether
in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such a person—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows—was caught up into Paradise
and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such
a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I
wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that
no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the
exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated.
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Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, "My
grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." So, I will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for
whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
A: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: Mark 6:1-13
At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to proclaim
God’s word and relieve affliction.
P: The Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath
he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said,
"Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds
of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of
James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their
hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house." And he could do no deed of
power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was
amazed at their unbelief. Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve
and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.
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He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in
their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, "Wherever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they
refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against
them." So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons,
and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
P: The Gospel of our Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message

Please be seated.

The children are invited to bring their offering forward at this time.
After the message, they may return to the pew or go to the nursery.

Sermon

Vicar Michael

Hymn of the Day 535 Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

Please stand.

Apostles’ Creed
P: Let us confess our baptismal faith:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
A: Gathered by the Holy Spirit and fed by the word, we come together as the people of God to
pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
After each petition:
A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
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The congregation is invited to lift up prayer petitions either silently or aloud.
P: Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the grace of
Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen
Offerings Received
Many of our members give electronically. To learn more about this option, please ask an usher.

Please take a moment to sign the white ‘getting to know you pad’ in your pew.
Special Music
Quartet: Eternal Father, Strong to Save—W. Whiting & J.B. Dykes
Men’s Chorus
Please be seated.
Presentation of the Gifts

Please stand.

Offertory
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Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join your unending hymn:

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take and eat.; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.” Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Lord’s Prayer
P:
Remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P: All are welcome. Come to Christ’s Table prepared for you.
C: We come to taste the goodness and mercy of God!

Please be seated.

Communion
Holy Communion is the Lord’s Supper. All who believe in Christ’s presence to forgive our sins
through this sacrament are invited. Those who choose not to commune may come forward to receive
a blessing. If you wish to receive a blessing, please cross your hands across your chest.
We will receive Holy Communion continuously, by intinction. You will receive a wafer to dip
either in a chalice of red wine or of white grape juice. After receiving the Sacrament, you are welcome
to stay and kneel at the altar rail for prayer, meditation, and thanksgiving for as long as you desire.
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Please stand.
Post-Communion Blessing
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of His body and blood strengthen,
keep and unite us, now and forever. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
Post-Communion Canticle

Post Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have fed us again
with the food of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing to seek the good of our
neighbor and call others to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
SENDING
Blessing
P: As you go on your way, may Christ go with you. May He go before you to show you the way,
behind you to encourage you, beside you to be your friend, above you to watch over you, and
within you to give you peace.
C: Amen
Sending Hymn 540 Go, Make Disciples
Sending
A: We are a community of faith, reaching out to change lives.
C: Let us go out in peace and share the Good News!
12

