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From Holy Week Mourning to Easter Grace
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Watching television advertisements or browsing the
aisles of the local megastore, you would think that
Easter was all about chocolate bunnies, cute stuffed
animals and colored eggs. While it might seem difficult
to compete with popular culture, as Lutherans, we
seek to stay grounded and focused on the true meaning
of the holiday: Christ’s resurrection. Before we can
bask in the glory of the resurrection, God’s faithful
must first journey through the Lenten season and follow Jesus to the cross.
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As a youth, I had a pastor share that the joy of Easter was more deeply
experienced when one had first taken part in Triduum (Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter Sunday worship), with Easter being the last part
of this three-day worship experience. Over the years, I have come to
wholeheartedly believe the words of my former pastor. Therefore, I
encourage you to join us for worship on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday,
and of course on Easter Sunday. Our worship service times are as follows:
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Maundy Thursday 6:45 p.m.
We will have the sacrament of Holy Communion, First Communion for
two of our youth, and the stripping of the altar.
Good Friday
6:45 p.m.
A moving and reflective worship experience featuring a wonderful choir
cantata.
Easter Worship

7:00 a.m.
8:30 & 11:00

Sunrise worship
Traditional worship

German Easter Worship
A new offering this year, led by Vicars Michael & Katharina, this 5 p.m.
service will feature liturgy and music in German.
I also invite you to join us for Easter breakfast, which will be served
from 7:45 to 11 a.m. This special meal is a fundraiser for our youth
outreach programs.
Again this year, we will have a beautiful, flowered cross outside in front
of the church for Easter Sunday. Please take a moment to commemorate
this special day with family photos in front of the cross!
May Holy Week serve as a reminder that it’s because of God’s great love
that we wake each day with purpose, peace and joy.
He is risen! He is risen indeed!
Christ’s Blessings,
Pastor Heidi

It’s Spring Fling Time!
On Sunday, May 3, we will once again
lift up and celebrate our Preschool and its
teachers/staff at 11:00 worship. Afterward, from 12:00 to 2:30 p.m., we will
have our annual Spring Fling on the
church lawn. In addition to our preschool families, we’re also inviting
Mosaic residents and LSSS families to
participate in the festivities. Join us for
a hot dog lunch, games, face painting,
music, a petting zoo, crafts, and more!
Church members are asked to bring a
dessert to share.
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A Community of Faith Reaching Out to Change Lives!
We recently received a letter
thanking CLC for our donations
to Lutheran Disaster Response’s
Ebola relief efforts in West Africa.
The Rev. Daniel Rift, Director,
ELCA World Hunger & Disaster
Appeal, shared the following:
Thank you for your gift of $1,795.00 to Ebola Outbreak
Response. Gifts like yours make it possible for our
church to continue its effective and efficient response
to disasters. Your support helps families and communities
get back on their feet after they have been harmed…
(and) brings immediate hope for the future. Thanks to
you, LDR can respond quickly and also partner for as
long as recovery takes.

Mt. Olive 5th Wednesday is
coming up on April 29. This
is our opportunity to serve the
homeless and hungry at Mt.
Olive Lutheran Church in South
Dallas. If you are interested in
joining our friendly group of volunteers, we meet in the
CLC parking lot at 9 a.m. return to CLC before 1 p.m.
We need 8-9 smiling faces to help make the sandwiches,
pack the lunch bags, serve the food and clean up. It's a
rewarding task, so if you haven't been able to help
before, make this your 2015 resolution!

We are ever grateful for the generous hearts of our
CLC disciples. Thank you for helping LDR to do God’s
work with their hands throughout the world!
You may have noticed our updated parlor area for families
and parents to enjoy on Sunday mornings. Special thanks
to Connie Uhri for making it so cozy, welcoming and
child-friendly!
North Texas SeniorFest, which was
postponed in February due to icy roads,
will take place on Saturday, May 9 at
Messiah Lutheran Church in Plano.
The keynote topic will be “Retirement
as a Calling,” and workshop topics
include coping with the loss of a loved one. The event
begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 3 p.m. The cost to
attend is $25, which includes lunch. Registration must
be in by May 2. Registration forms are in the narthex.

The 6th Annual Caring for Kids Gala, the annual fundraiser for Lutheran Social Services of the South, will
be held on Saturday, April 18 at the Fashion Industry
Gallery (1807 Ross Ave., Dallas). The event will benefit
LSS’s Foster In Texas program and will include dinner,
unique auction items, live music, dancing and more! Foster
In Texas provides care for children who have experienced
abuse and neglect. Visit lsss.org/events to learn more.
We have another opportunity to help LSS on May 16,
when they are hosting a Family Barbecue for families
at a Richardson-area park. They are seeking volunteers
to provide desserts for the event and to play with the
children that day. For more information, contact LSS
Associate Vice President of Development Rebekah
Poling at rebekah.poling@lsss.org.

Mosaic News & Notes
All congregation members are encouraged to attend Mosaic's “Discover the
Possibilities” luncheons, held the first Tuesday and Thursday of every month
from noon to 1 p.m. at Mosaic.
On April 15 from 8:30-10 a.m., Mosaic will have a breakfast in honor of Volunteer Appreciation Month. Invitations will be
mailed soon, but please plan to attend. You should be recognized for giving your time to help make Mosaic better!
On April 22 from 6-7 p.m., Mosaic is holding an open house, and in honor of Earth Day, they’re providing up to
three banker boxes of free shredding. So if you have items to shred, that’s a great day to do it!
Mosaic is in great need of cleaning supplies. Requested items include paper towels, toilet paper, bleach, powder or
tablet laundry & dishwasher detergent, Pine-sol, furniture polish, Lysol spray and wipes, Windex and toilet cleaner.
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Nurturing One Another in Faith & Fellowship
Adult Education in April
Our Sunday Adult Forums in April
will continue to focus on Islam,
including its growth in Europe. We
meet in Room.220 at 10 a.m.

The CLC Bridge Group will meet
on Thursday, April 2 at noon in
Room 220 at the church. Jane
Davie will host. All are welcome!

The CLC Book Club will meet
on Monday, April 6 at 7 p. m.
at the home of Ginger Hagens.
We will discuss The Prophet by
Kahlil Gibran. Please join us whether you have read
the book or not!
All women are invited to attend our Bible study circles!
Christ in our Home devotional booklets for April
through June are available on the kiosk in the narthex.
These daily devotions are a great way to spend a few
moments in prayer and Bible study. Please help yourself!

Men’s Bible Study will meet at 7:30 a.m. on Thursday,
April 2. Dave Diehl will bring breakfast and Dana Johnson
will lead our discussion. All men are welcome!
NT-NL Mission Center
Dedication & Celebration!
The dedication of the new
Mission Center at Briarwood
will be held on Saturday,
April 25, with festivities
beginning at 2 p.m. The event
will include speakers, a dedicatory worship and a cookout.
We plan to take the church bus to the event, and you
can sign up on the sheet in the narthex.

Deborah Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 14 at
9:30 a.m. at the home of Judie Hosey. Gwen Sliger will
co-host. We will discuss pages 25-35 of Chapter 2 in
our book, with Dot Splawn leading the study. We will
collect for Lifeline. Willie Mae Harrison and Judie
Hosey will send Easter cards to the homebound.
Ruth Circle will meet at 9:45 a.m. on April 12 in the
CLC lounge for Bible study. All women are welcome!
No preparation necessary.

Friends at Christ, a fellowship group
for singles and adults, will meet on
Sunday, April 19 at 6:30 p.m. at the
home of Steve & Barb Reichmuth.
More information to come!

Turkish Spring Festival
Our friends from the
Turkish American Women
Assoc. have invited us to
attend the 6th Annual
Turkish Spring Festival, taking place on Saturday, April
11 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Raindrop Turkish House
(1416 E. Collins Blvd., Richardson). This free event will
feature traditional Turkish foods and drinks, a variety of
exhibits, and amusement park rides for children.
After the success of our March 22 Fellowship Luncheon
at CLC, we are pleased to continue building bridges
between our faith and that of our Turkish neighbors.
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Nurturing One Another in Faith & Fellowship
On March 15 and 22, we welcomed the following new members into the life
of our congregation. To get their contact information, please come by the
office to pick up a new church directory.
Ken & Cindy Irons, son Andrew, 16
Ken is an architect and Cindy is a financial analyst. Cindy
has already gotten involved at CLC, teaching youth Faith
Formation, for which she has a gift.
Sharon Karol
Sharon works in finance and grew up in Kansas. She
recently moved here from California.
Sara, Harper & Joey Krumholz
Sara and her husband Todd are attorneys who enjoy
spending time outside with their young children.

Stacy Sands
Stacy is our CLC Sunday nursery attendant and is awaiting
the birth of her second grandchild in June. She so loved
getting to know some of our CLC families that she decided
to become part of our church family.
Maggie Smith
Maggie is a medical school student who grew up in
Austin and loves reading and tennis. She recently spent a
year in Wisconsin as part of Lutheran Volunteer Corps.

I was blessed to prepare the Wednesday Lenten services for this year and to preach on Ash
Wednesday. This service was particularly meaningful for me because not only was it my first
Ash Wednesday service, but it also was the first time I received an ash cross. Thank you to
everyone who shared their faith stories at our Wednesday evening worship services.
I am very excited about the upcoming Easter celebration, even the early-bird (which I am not)
service. It may be my first Easter worship in English, but Katharina and I are preparing a German
service as well. The German Family Easter Worship will take place at 5 p.m. in the sanctuary
and afterwards we will have a reception featuring a small magic show, some snacks and chocolate eggs.
Also, we are currently planning a totally different kind of service, the “Tatort-Gottesdienst.” Tatort (scene of crime) is
a German criminal TV show (like NCIS or CSI combined with Cagney & Lacey or Kojak) that most older Germans
watch on Sunday nights. We’d like to reflect on Biblical criminal stories or a topic related to an episode of that show.
Afterwards we will watch the episode and have snacks. Please invite your German friends to these events!
Christ’s Blessings to y‘all!
Vicar Michael
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Nurturing One Another in Faith & Fellowship
2015-2016 Congregation Council
Congratulations to our newly elected church council officers: Deborah Lewis
(president), J.J. Morton (vice-president), Lena Zies (secretary), Kurt Scherf (financial
secretary), and Tanner Pump (treasurer). In addition, the following will serve on these
ministry teams: J.J. Morton & Fred Hosey (administrative); Tina Deuber (Preschool);
Peter Kowalczik & Lena Zies (communications); Cissy Palomares & Virginia Worley
(community life); Linda Kruger & Nathan Hejl (congregational life); Tanner Pump &
Kurt Scherf (finance); Brad Spellicy & Kurt Scherf (spiritual life); Jennifer Christiansen & Sarah Ilagan (youth &
family). They will be installed on April 19.
Please join us in expressing gratitude to our outgoing council members: Mark Bradley, Connie Uhri, Suzanne
Dunkelberg, Nici Bremer and John McConnell.

Music Ministry at CLC
In preparation for Holy Week, we have been focusing on the last days of Jesus' earthly life. On
Palm Sunday, the story of the Passion history from the Gospel of Mark was beautifully sung by
Kurt, Suzanne and Paul. It's always very inspiring to arrange the piano accompaniment part
for pieces like The Passion. Working on the melody and text at the same time is interesting and
presents many new challenges in finding harmonic solutions to connect the vocal and instrumental
parts. I was very impressed with how the different characters in the Passion story came to life
through the expressive singing by Suzanne, Paul and Kurt.
I invite you to walk the path to the foot of the cross on Good Friday by listening to a magnificent
musical masterpiece about Jesus' last days: Touched by the Christ (Lloyd Larson). Brad Spellicy
and Nici & Andreas Bremer will join me and the Sanctuary Choir in leading worship with the cantata. We have rehearsed
for many weeks and are very excited to share this beautiful musical story about Jesus with all of you. This year's cantata
is a little different because it starts with an instrumental introduction piece: The Cross. What a brilliant idea to start a
cantata in such a way. The instrumental piece sets the tone for the cantata through different harmonies and melodies.
It's been a blessing to work on the cantata with so many talented people. Every voice in the Sanctuary Choir makes a
difference as we make music for His glory every week and during this special time of year. Brad Spellicy will join us
with his amazing one-man orchestra to add symphonic sounds to the cantata. When I started to work on the narration
parts, I considered different voice types to make sure that solo singers as well as the choir would connect with the
narrators. Nici and Andreas Bremer have worked hard on their parts, and we are very thankful that they agreed to be
the narrators of this year's Easter Cantata.
On March 15, the Handbell Ensemble led worship with Amazing Grace. It's not easy to present a new rendition of a
song like Amazing Grace because it's one of the most popular songs of all time, but the arrangement they rang included many
new harmonies and gave a really different sound color to this well-known song. We're already working on another
piece, which we'll ring in the coming months.
Everyone is invited to attend an upcoming concert. Last fall, I played C. Saint-Saens 2nd Piano Concerto in two concerts
with the Meadows Symphony Orchestra at SMU. I was recently asked by the MSO to perform it again—this time not at
SMU but at the Meyerson Symphony Center as part of the 2015 Soluna International Music & Arts Festival presented by
the Dallas Symphony. I'm very excited about the concert as it will be my first time to perform as a soloist at the Meyerson.
The concert will take place on Sunday, May 10 at 2:30 p.m.
Blessings,
Hando Nahkur
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Caring For Our Children & Youth
First Communion instruction
began on February 25, when
the youth received their First
Bibles at Lenten worship.
On Wednesday, April 1, as
another part of their instruction,
the First Communion youth
will meet at 5:30 to bake communion bread for Maundy
Thursday. They will receive First Communion during
Maundy Thursday worship.

Faith Milestone: Prayer Pillows
Our next milestone will take place in May as our Pre-K
children (four year olds) will learn about prayer and
be recognized at 11:00 worship. The children and their
parents will meet with Scot after Faith Formation
opening and music. More information to come!

April 2014
Resumes April 8

Sunday Schedule
10:00 to 10:45 a.m.
Faith Formation classes continue to meet on Sundays
at 9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Please see below for our
upcoming lesson topics!
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

No class due to Easter breakfast
The Easter story
Doubting Thomas
Breakfast on the beach

Faith discussion & mentor
time, Room 218 upstairs

Wednesday Schedule*
6 to 6:30 p.m. Dinner
6:30 to 7 p.m. Teaching time
7 to 7:30 p.m. Music time
*We will not have class on April 1. No joke! The last
Confirmation class of the year for those not getting
Confirmed is on May 6. Scot will provide pizza.

Our Littlest Lutherans—children ages 0-3—and their
parents continue to meet for opening with the “big kids”
in the sanctuary followed by a short Bible story, songs
and other activities in the preschool area.
National Youth Gathering Coming Soon!
The 2015 ELCA National Youth Gathering, taking place July 15-19 in Detroit, will
bring together Lutheran youth throughout the country for Bible study, fellowship, worship
and community service. The theme verse for the event is Mark 1:1, “The beginning of
the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” The young people and adult leaders
who attend the gathering will be invited to follow Jesus on the way as they accompany
the people of Detroit in their own journeys.
We are pleased to have a number of CLC youth and their friends attending the gathering.
The cost to attend is $650 and payment is due by May 1. Please keep our youth in your
prayers as they embark on a literal and spiritual journey this summer!
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Caring For Our Children & Youth
The CLP was closed due to icy
weather on February 23 and 24 as
well as March 5. With spring in the
air, we are back on track and ready
to learn and grow together.
Speaking of which, the teachers and
staff are looking forward to another fabulous Spring Fling
on April 12. The CLP will have a booth/table set up and
will display photos and give out information to anyone
who would like to know more about the program.
On April 23, we will be taking cap and gown photos of
our 20 Preschool Graduates! The graduation ceremonies
will be Thursday, May 21. On this same day, all children
of the school will be getting their spring portraits made.
Pictures will be taken by Lifetouch.

Classes are taught by University Park Elementary
School art teachers Mrs. Torres and Mrs. Elrod. Classes
are limited to 15 students, and they fill up quickly.
The registration deadline is Friday, April 10. The
classes will be held at Christ Lutheran Church in June
and July from 9 a.m. to noon or 1-4 p.m. Learn more
and register at mrstorres.com.

High School Bible Study Schedule
April 5
No meeting—Easter
April 12 Spring Fling
April 19 Dinner & Bible study,
5 p.m.
April 26 Dinner & Bible study,
5 p.m.

Unfortunately, three Pre-k parents were victims of “smash
and grabs” in the parking lot on March 23 at pick-up time.
A letter went out to all families expressing the importance
of bringing their personal items in with them (handbags,
laptop cases, briefcases, etc).
We obtained a quote to have much-needed painting done
in the CLP. This will take place the week of August 17
when we are closed. Also, we recently had our annual
health inspection. The inspector said how fortunate he is
to have CLP on his list! As in years past, all was perfect.
One of our Blue Jay teachers, Ms. Katie, has been blessed
with a beautiful baby girl! Amelia was born on March 13
and will be joining our infant classroom in August 2015
when Ms. Katie returns to work. We will be happy to have
Ms. Katie back and are excited to be caring for her baby!
Serving Christ,
Paige Baldwin

Save the Date: VBS 2015!
Make plans now to attend our 2015 Vacation Bible School, taking
place June 8-11 from 5:30 to 8:20 p.m. With the theme of Everest:
Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power, this year’s
VBS promises to be a time of learning, playing and growing in
faith. If you would like to help with by teaching, providing snacks,
assisting with crafts or in any other way, contact Scot Redman or
Suzanne Dunkelberg. Anyone assisting with VBS will need to
complete a background check. Forms are available in the narthex
and can be returned to the church office.

Tuesday

26
27
NT-NL Synod Assembly, Dallas
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:45 AM Faith Formation
10:00 AM Adult Forum & Confirmation
5:00 PM High School Bible Study

28
6:00 PM Preschool Board
meeting, Room 218
7:00 PM Council
meeting, Room 218

21

19
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
Council Installation &
Reception of New Members
9:45 AM Faith Formation
10:00 AM Adult Forum &
Confirmation class
4:00 PM Teter/Breitenstine wedding
5:00 PM High School Bible Study
6:30 PM Friends at Christ

20

14
9:30 AM Deborah
Circle

12 Preschool Day & Spring Fling
13
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:45 AM Faith Formation
10:00 AM Adult Forum & Confirmation
11:00 AM Baptism of Liam Straza
12:15 PM Spring Fling at CLC

6
7
Preschool & CLC 6:00 PM Communications
Office closed
Team meeting
7:00 PM Spiritual Life
Ministry team meeting,
Room 218

31

5 EASTER SUNDAY
7:00 AM Sunrise Worship, patio
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
7:45-11 AM Easter breakfast,
fellowship hall
5:00 PM German Easter Service

Monday

30

Sunday

29 PALM/PASSION Sunday
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:45 AM Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 AM Adult Forum &
Confirmation class
5:00 PM High School Bible Study

29
9:30 AM Fifth Wednesday @
Mt. Olive Food Pantry
10:00 AM Worship & Wonder
Chapel
11:00 AM Bible study, Room
218
6:00 PM Confirmation
6:00 PM Choir practice
7:30 PM Bell Choir practice

22
10:00 AM Worship & Wonder
Chapel
11:00 AM Bible study, Room
218
6:00 PM Confirmation
6:00 PM Choir practice
7:30 PM Bell Choir practice

15
10:00 AM Worship & Wonder
Chapel
11:00 AM Bible study, Room
218
1:00 PM New member class,
Room 218
6:00 PM Confirmation
6:00 PM Choir practice
7:30 PM Bell Choir practice

8
10:00 AM Worship & Wonder
Chapel
11:00 AM Bible study, Room
218
6:00 PM Confirmation, Room
218
6:00 PM Choir practice
7:30 PM Bell Choir practice

1
10:00 AM Worship & Wonder
Chapel
5:30 PM First Communion
Bread Baking
6:00 PM Choir practice

Wednesday

April 2015
Thursday

30

23

16

9

2
7:30 AM Men’s Bible
study, Room 218
12:00 PM Bridge
group, Room 220
6:45 PM Maundy
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

18
9:00 AM German school
at CLC
10:30 AM Teter/
Breitenstine wedding
rehearsal
4:00 PM Private party,
Fellowship Hall

11
9:00 AM German school
at CLC

1

2
9:00 AM German school
at CLC

24
25
NT-NL Synod
NT-NL Synod Assembly,
Assembly, Dallas Dallas
9:00 AM German school
at CLC

17

10

3
4
Preschool closed 9:00 AM German school
6:45 PM Good
at CLC
Friday worship
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