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VBS 2015: June 8-11 
Register now for VBS 2015! You can 

download the form at clcdallas.org or 

fill it out in the narthex on Sunday. 

Children ages 3-11 are invited to join us 

as we learn how to conquer challenges 

with God’s mighty power.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Holy Spirit: From Pentecost Fire to Baptismal Waters  
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly 

a sound like a blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 

house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them.   Acts 2: 1-4 
 

In a few days, we will gather to celebrate Pentecost Sunday, recalling that 

first Pentecost day, and then we will enter into the liturgical season after 

Pentecost. At this time of year, we are invited to concentrate more deeply on 

the gift of God’s Spirit, which comes to us not in tongues of fire like the 

early apostles, but in the waters of baptism.   
 

At Christ Lutheran, the baptismal font holds a place of central prominence 

in our worship space. In order to approach the Lord’s Table, we must pass 

the font. All are invited to dip their fingers in the baptismal water and mark 

the cross of Christ on their foreheads, reminding us of the day we were grafted 

into God’s family, deemed beloved, and filled with the Holy Spirit.   
 

As Lutherans, we continually embrace the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 

lives. For it was God’s Spirit that breathed life into us at birth. It was the 

same Spirit that drew us into the body of believers at our baptisms. It is the 

Holy Spirit that guides our discipleship and our walk of faith. And it is this 

divine Spirit that stirs within our hearts, desiring to bring us eternal joy.   
 

The hymn “This is the Spirit’s Entry Now” speaks to the presence of the 

Spirit, which comes to us in God’s living water. 

This Pentecost season, may baptism be the foundation of our faith. For in its 

grace-filled water, we are reminded of the blessing of the power of God: the 

power of the Holy Spirit that was present in creation, with the early followers, 

and with us today. For it is that very Spirit that brings us new life in Christ, 

not just once but each and every day. 
 

Christ’s Blessings, 

Pastor Heidi 

 

 

 

 

This is the Spirit’s entry now 
The water and the Word 
The cross of Jesus on your brow, 
The seal both felt and heard. 
 

The miracle of life reborn 
Comes from the Lord of breath; 
The perfect man from life was torn; 
Our life comes through his death. 

Let water be the sacred sign 
That we must die each day 
To rise again by his design 
As foll’wers of his way. 
 

Renewing Spirit, hear our praise 
For your baptismal pow’r 
That washes us through all our days.  
Lord, cleanse again this hour.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This summer, the church office will be 

open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-

Friday. You can reach Jenny during these 

hours. Pastor Heidi is off on Friday and 

Saturday, and Vicar Michael is off on  

Saturday and Monday. Scot Redman travels 

with the youth in the summer but is often 

in the office on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Hando’s hours vary. And you can always 

call the office and press 8 to reach a pastor. 

Summer Schedules Start in June!  
See inside for news about Adult Forums, 

Youth Faith Formation, Bible study, 

Summer Lunches, Outreach and more! 
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A Community of Faith Reaching Out to Change Lives! 

The Mt. Olive Food Pantry      

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
was held on May 1 in the church 

basement. The atmosphere was festive 

and fun, and the homemade Tex-

Mex was great! This is a time for Food Pantry organizers 

and church members to recognize the churches, schools, 

and other volunteers that help support and run the food pantry 

all year. Linda Kruger attended the event on behalf of CLC. 
 

With the help of CLC's food and financial donations, 

along with man hours, over the past year (January 2014-

March 2015) the Mt. Olive Food Pantry served 2,608 

Families were served and 13,180 individuals! Thank 

you everyone for your donations! To commemorate this 

giving, CLC was presented with a plaque in appreciation 

of our service to the Food Pantry.  
 

And thank you to the CLC volunteers that help make sand-

wiches and pass out lunches on 5th Wednesdays during the 

year: Carlene Strobel, Jack Strobel, Carolyn Laivins, Connie 

Uhri, Don Rowland, Pr. Noel, Jane Davie, Judie Hosey, 

Kelli Chabria, Lasca Weiss & Scott Kludt. 
 

Our next 5th Wednesday to serve is July 29! We meet at 

the church at 9 a.m. and are back by 1 p.m. It's truly a pleas-

ure to serve in this very needed ministry. If you have a 

morning to spare and would like to help, please contact 

Linda Kruger. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLC Job Board…A friend of CLC is looking for work as 

a Network Administrator or Support Analyst. He has    

degrees in Linguistics and Network Security and has 

worked in the IT field for eight years. If you know of any 

job opportunities that would fit with his skillset, please 

contact the church office. Thanks! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is in need of Personal 

Care Kits (formerly called Health Kits) for victims of 

recent natural disasters. The kits include the following: 
 

▪ 1 bath-sized towel, dark color recommended 

▪ 2 bath-sized bars of soap 

▪ 1 adult-sized toothbrush in original packaging 

▪ 1 sturdy, wide-toothed comb 

▪ 1 metal nail clippers 
 

To prepare the kits, simply wrap the items in the bath 

towel and secure with ribbon, cloth or string. If you cannot 

find all of the items, bring whatever you can! We are 

storing the supplies upstairs in the Education Building, 

in the closet across from the women’s restroom. And 

take note—dark bath towels can be found at Target for $3.49.  

Contact Elaine Smith with any questions. 

CLC Members Volunteer  

with Meals on Wheels 

The members of Christ Lutheran 

Church have long been active in 

Visiting Nurse Association Meals 

on Wheels program. We have a 

busy summer of deliveries, which 

will take place on the following dates: June 29 & 30; July 

1, 2 & 3; and Aug. 31 & Sept. 1, 2, 3 & 4. If you would 

like to learn more about and get involved with our Meals 

on Wheels ministry, please contact Letha Merrick. This 

is a great ministry for parents and kids! 

Call and We’ll Be There! If you are ill or 

hospitalized, or if you know of someone in 

the congregation who is in the hospital or 

otherwise needs pastoral care, please contact 

the church office. One of the pastoral staff 

or the CLC Care Ministry Team will be 

notified and will follow up with you. We 

strive to meet everyone’s ministry needs, 

and the best way to do so is to be aware of what’s going 

on, so please keep us posted! 
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Nurturing One Another in Faith & Fellowship 

The CLC Bridge Group will meet on Thursday, June 4 

at noon in Rm 220 at the church. Willie Mae Harrison and 

Lois Colden will be our hosts.  

Men’s Bible Study will meet at 7:30 a.m. on Thursday, 

June 4. John McConnell will lead our study, and Don   

Rowland will provide food. All men are welcome! 

Dear Friends at Christ and 

Fellow Members, 

A special greeting and heartfelt 

thank you to each of you. I 

want to thank you for your floral 

tribute, which you sent to our 

home, and your kind words of congratulations on the 

occasion of the recent recognition marking the 70th anni-

versary of my ordination into the ministry of the church. 
 

This heartwarming expression of your love and 

thoughtfulness means a lot to Borgie and me. Like a 

friend of mine said at a similar milestone in his life, 

“It’s been a lot of ‘Our Fathers,’ hasn’t it!” Embraced 

in these 70 years are the years we shared with you in 

our relationships and in our work together at Christ 

Lutheran Church. 
 

Full years, good years, memorable years. Borgie and I 

are grateful for them. Now, God bless you in the years 

to come, as unknown as they may be, that in everything 

your only dedication will be that God will be magnified 

in all that you do. 
 

Your friends in Christ, 

Pastor and Borgie Nassen 

Summer Lunch Schedule! 

Again this summer, we will be 

gathering for fun Sunday lunches 

after 11:00 worship. Please see  

below for our June schedule! 
 
 

Date       Location             Hosts    

June 7       Sweet Tomatoes     Robert & Ainsley  

    Schwerdtfeger-Jones 

June 14      Rusty Taco              Kruger family 

June 21      Twisted Root           Fred & Judie Hosey 

June 28       Central Market        Mark & Pam Stein 

CLC Book Club Sets 2015-2016 Schedule...The CLC Book Club is on hiatus for the summer, but you can hit the beach 

with one of the choices from our 2015-16 schedule! We generally meet the first Monday of the month at 7 p.m. in individual 

homes for discussion, fellowship and snacks.  

 

 Date     Book           Author 
 September 14     The Silver Star: A Novel          Jeanette Walls  

 October 5     The Expected One           Kathleen McGowan  

 November 2     American Ghost: A Family’s Haunted Past in the Desert Southwest     Hannah Nordhaus 

 December 7     Dark Places            Gillian Flynn 

 January 4     The Last Lecture           Randy Pausch 

 February 2     I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education…      Malala 

 March 7     The Girl on the Train          Paula Hawkins 

 April 6      Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania       Erik Larson  

 May 4      Go Set a Watchman           Harper Lee 

Congratulations, Graduates! 

We congratulate the CLC members 

who graduated from academic programs 

this spring: Gray Deuber (high school), 

Victoria Bremer (University of Texas), 

Max Bremer (University of Cambridge, grad school), 

Frieda Dunkelberg (NYU), Emily Hagens (University 

of Tennessee, grad school), Julia Haschke (University 

of Texas), and Hando Nahkur (SMU, grad school). 

Informal Summer Sunday Education 

This summer, we’re offering informal 

video series for youth and adults during 

the Sunday school hour. Our youth 

will gather to watch episodes of the 

classic TV show Davey and Goliath. 

Adults are invited to watch a video series on Islam.  
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Nurturing One Another in Faith & Fellowship 

A Borning Cry and a Heart Ailment: 

God’s Presence Through the Seasons of Life  

By Pastor Noel Ilagan 
 

Because (my daughter) Esther’s pregnancy was 

determined as high risk, I decided to make an  

unplanned trip to the Philippines two months ago. 

The tension was between my daughter’s unstable 

blood pressure and the fact that the baby had not 

yet reached its full term and still needed some 

weeks. For about a month, my daughter was in 

the  hospital for close monitoring. When one day the lab tests showed that her platelet level was going down, her  

doctors decided not to wait any longer; they did a Caesarian section and got the baby out. God is good and merciful 

-- both mother and child are now at home and doing well. We are grateful for the prayer support we received from 

Christ Lutheran and other friends during that crucial time.  
 

Jasmine Eve is my first granddaughter and my third grandchild. I arrived in Manila, Philippines four days after she 

was born and immediately visited my daughter; then I went to the neonatal intensive care unit with my son-in-law 

and took a look at Jasmine through the glass window. I was not there when Baby Jasmine cried the first time; but I 

believe God was there. I was there to hear your borning cry writes John Ylvisaker, describing God’s presence at 

Jasmine’s birth in his hymn Borning Cry. 
 

Two days later, while Esther and Jasmine were still in the hospital, I had to go to the ER of another hospital due to 

shortness of breath and rapid pulse rate. I do not know what caused it. Perhaps it was a confluence of anxiety and 

excitement, the tropical heat and humidity, the long flight from Dallas to Manila, and so on. I was admitted to the 

hospital, and after a few days of various tests, observation via telemetry and medication, the doctors discharged 

me. The discharge sheet said I had a mild heart attack. (To be fair, I had the heart attack before I got the hospital bill!) A 

close friend accompanied me and stayed with me during my confinement. Philippine hospitals permit a companion 

to be with and assist a patient while confined, most likely a cultural thing. The good news is that at this time, my 

heart ailment can be treated through medication. I will be there when you are old says the second line of the hymn. 

That line has assumed a new significance for me.  But what about the times in between the borning cry and old age? 
 

If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one,   

I'll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk 'till rising sun. 

In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young,  

I'll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I've begun.   

When the evening gently closes in, and you shut your weary eyes,  

I'll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise. 
 

Adam and Eve tried to hide from God, but failed (Gen. 3:8ff). Jonah tried to avoid a task God had given him but 

confinement inside the belly of a fish belly forced him to communicate with God (Jonah 2:1ff). David realized that 

whether he went up to the highest heavens or the deepest depths, God was there (Ps. 139:8). Paul (then Saul) was 

pursuing and persecuting Christians, not knowing that he himself was being pursued by Christ (Acts 9:3ff). Paul 

sums it up later, saying that nothing, nothing at all, can separate us from God and God’s love in Christ! (Rom. 8:38ff). 
 

This is how much our God cares for us. God never lets go. Regardless of where we are in life’s timeline, we can 

rest in the assurance God is and will always be there with us. Praise the Lord!  
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Nurturing One Another in Faith & Fellowship 

New in the Church Library: The Midwife's Tale by Delia Parr 

(Book 1 in the Home in Trinity Series) 
 

Martha Cade comes from a long line of midwives who have served the families of Trinity, Pennsylvania, 

for generations.  A widow with two grown children, she's hopeful that her daughter will follow in 

her footsteps, but when Victoria runs off, Martha's world is shattered. Worse, a new doctor has 

arrived in town, threatening her job, and she can't remember a time when her faith has been tested 

more. Still determined to do the work she knows God intended for her, Martha is unprepared for 

all that waits ahead. Whether it's trying to stop a town scandal, mending broken relationships, or 

feeling the first whispers of an unexpected romance, she faces every trial and every opportunity 

with hope and faith. 
 

Reviews include: 

This story has every good thing -- believably flawed characters, romance, humor  

and even a bit of mystery. 

Julie Klassen, bestselling author 
 

This book has plot twists that are rarely predictable and yet always plausible. Compelling. 

Ft Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel 
 

Donated by author's agent, Linda Kruger 

Planning Now Makes Tough Times Easier for Family 

When someone we love is dying and/or dies, we many times feel confused, 

immobilized and unsure of their "end of life" wishes. Initially, there are many 

tasks to be completed and decisions to be made that can cause us enormous 

anxiety if we do not know what our loved one wanted.  
  

Legally, there are four documents that we need to have drawn up and signed 

before illness or tragedy or death occur: a will, Durable Power of Attorney, 

Medical Power of Attorney and a Medical Directive. Preparing these items will 

help to alleviate the pressure and stress on our family of "life and death" decisions. Hopefully, we are all knowledgeable   

about or advised of these and have been responsible in seeing that they are completed. 
  

But what about our funeral, memorial service, graveside service, burial, cremation or donation or casket, hymns to 

sing, scriptures to be read, pall bearers, nurturing after the service, ....?  If our family goes to a different church, lives 

in a different city, .how do they know our wishes or the people in our church family who will be involved as this can 

also be an uncomfortable conversation for many people so it gets put off? 
  

Christ Lutheran Church has a document that we can complete regarding all our wishes which can then be given to our 

family during the preparation and planning of our service. As Christians, we find comfort in and embrace the 

knowledge that this person is with our Heavenly Father, but the grief and sadness we experience is enormous. It also 

can be exacerbated by the anxiety and uncertainty of what decisions are to be made if there is no guideline for us. So 

please, I encourage you to "give the gift of preparation" to your family, recognizing that it will be of great comfort to them. 
  

These planning documents are available in the church office or in the narthex. We hope to have this information on 

record for all CLC members. 

 

Blessings, 

Mary Ellen Durham, Grief Ministry Team 



Page 6 Christ Notes 

Nurturing One Another in Faith & Fellowship 

Serving Christ Lutheran Church in Worship 

Maybe you’re thinking “I can’t sing, and I don’t like to read in front of people, so 

there’s nothing I can do to serve God in worship.” But serving Him on Sunday   

morning doesn’t require that you be an extrovert or a virtuoso. Many of the most   

important aspects of worship are set up before worship begins, and some of the most 

valuable ministry time on Sunday takes place between services. Greeters make   

everyone feel welcome—visitors and members alike. Ushers help you find a seat, a 

bulletin, a coloring bag for your child and anything else you may need during the 

service. And, without fanfare or notice, the Altar Guild prepares the sanctuary for 

worship: setting out communion, hanging the hymn numbers, refilling candles and more. Each of these ministries is 

vital to our spiritual life at Christ Lutheran Church, and each is looking for new disciples to help perform the     

important tasks that make worship run smoothly! To learn more about these volunteer opportunities and start   

helping out, you can contact the following leaders who will be happy to bring you into the fold. Please consider 

being part of worship in one of these ways! 

German Sunday Activities  

On Sunday, May 31, we had our second monthly German Sunday Activity (GSA): a “Tatort-

Gottesdienst.” We were very pleased with that so many people joined us for a wonderful     

program and the screening afterwards. With snacks and cold drinks, we were diving into the 

world of this long-running criminal TV show. 
 

The following GSA will be “A Stroll in the Park.” But it is not going 

to be a regular park we will wander around—we will visit the Dallas 

Zoo. We will walk and talk together, see God’s creation and hear 

God’s words for us. We are going to meet around 2:30 p.m. on June 

28 at the Zoo. And there is a special treat for all of you: We will pay 

for the tickets for anybody who registers by June 22; you‘ll only 

have to pay for coffee and cake.  

 

 
 

 

      2015 GSA Schedule   

June 28    Stroll with coffee and cake 

July 26
         No GSA (because of vacation time) 

Aug 30
        “Tatort-Gottesdienst” 

Sep 27
        Stroll with coffee and cake 

Oct 25
        Reformation service (First United Lutheran) 

Nov 29
           Stroll with coffee and cake 

Dec 19
        German Advent service 

We had a nice crowd for our first Tatort-Gottesdienst! 
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Caring For Our Children & Youth 

Music Ministry at CLC 

I would like to thank everybody who came to my concert at the Meyerson Symphony Center 

on Mother's Day! It was wonderful to see so many of you there, and what a blessing to perform 

with the Meadows Symphony Orchestra in such a great hall. I’ve performed in many big    

concert halls, but the Meyerson was definitely one of the biggest. I heard many times that the 

Meyerson is one of the best concert halls because of its acoustics. Having performed there, I 

can say that is true. 
 

It's been an exciting year for the Sanctuary Choir and Handbell Ensemble. We have worked on 

many different pieces and made our own arrangements of the pieces we rang and sang. I'm truly 

impressed with what we have achieved with both groups. Many thanks to each singer 

and ringer for making us sound so great! 
 

On Pentecost Sunday, guest artist Maya Jones visited us again to sing as a soloist and with the Sanctuary Choir 

in both services. It's always inspiring to hear Maya sing Gospel music and spirituals. We were blessed to have Pastor 

Heidi join us in the choir loft for the choir anthem in both services. He Never Failed Me Yet wouldn't have sounded the 

same without the exciting tambourine playing by Fred Hosey. 
 

A few weeks ago, my new solo album Waltzing Mephisto by the Danube was released by ERP in Europe. The CD 

features the following pieces: R. Schumann - Scenes from Childhood, R. Schumann/F. Liszt - Dedication, V. Bellini/

F. Liszt - Réminiscences de Norma, F. Liszt - Mephisto Waltz No 1, H. Eller - Homeland Melody and J. Strauss/A. 

Schulz-Evler - Arabesques on The Blue Danube. The CD is available also in the U.S. If you are interested in getting a 

copy, please let me know. It'll be much cheaper for you to order it from me than to purchase it in a store. 
 

We'll all miss hearing the Sanctuary Choir and Handbell Ensemble in next months as they will get some time off   

during the summer, but it doesn't mean that we're going to have less music in worship services in next months. I have 

already started to work on music for summer months, and I'm looking forward to leading worship with many different 

soloists/groups in June, July and August. 
 

 

Blessings, 

Hando Nahkur 
 

Thanks to All Who Volunteered on Behalf of our Youth This Year! 

We are blessed at CLC to have so many disciples who are willing and eager 

to help guide and support our youth. Many thanks to our Confirmation 

Mentors: Sheila Alvarado, Keith Dzygun, John McConnell & Maria Sommer, 

for giving of your time and insight in our Sunday morning Confirmation 

program.  We are also grateful to our Confirmation Parents, who took turns providing dinner for Confirmation class on 

Wednesday evenings. Your dedication to your children’s Christian education (and your yummy meals!) are a gift to 

this congregation. 
 

In addition, we would like to thank our First Communion Parents and all who helped with First Communion preparation, 

including Rachel Hodges, who guided the children in making communion bread. Finally, we want to thank all of our 

Faith Formation Teachers & Assistants for providing a great year of Sunday morning education for everyone from 

our Littlest Lutherans to our Confirmands. We’re so glad that you shared your gifts of teaching, nurturing and        

patience with our children!  
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Caring For Our Children & Youth 

Spring Fling Scores Smiles for People of All Ages! When I saw a mother taking the      

picture of her blonde haired blued eyed daughter standing between two little lambs and  

children passing a small kitten from one little hand to another, I knew Spring Fling was a 

success. As one grandparent said, "my child did not want to go home!" I think this sums up 

the fun for both the adults who were enjoying a beautiful day in the sunshine and the      

children who were sliding down the bounce house slide. 
  

There are too many people to list in this thank you note, so let us just say a “big thank you” to everyone who was 

involved in any way with this year’s Spring Fling. The popcorn was hot, the kitchen help was fantastic, the chairs and 

tables were set up and taken down by a great group of helpers, the desserts were  awesome, the drinks were cold, the 

hot dogs grilled to perfection, the snow cones were icy-sweet, the crafts and   piñatas were a big hit, the face painting 

turned our children into tigers, butterflies and flowers, the children could pet real animals, the bounce houses were 

over the top, DJ Scot was the best and Pastor Heidi's prayer for sunshine was answered. Wow, a pretty awesome day! 

Still, we are open to suggestions for next time, and we would like everyone to bring a friend next year!  
 

Blessings,  

Virginia Worley & Cissy Palomares 

From Scot Redman: Outreach Opportunities Heat Up as Summer Sets In 

The summer is an incredible opportunity for the members of CLC to come 

together and have unbelievable, life changing experiences! I’ll break it down 

by each age group... 
 

Jr. High 

This summer, our Jr. High group will travel to Sky Ranch in Colorado. It’s a 

lot easier to have a mountaintop experience when you’re actually on a mountain 

top! They will have the opportunity to meet and build relationships with Lutheran 

youth from all over the country. They will also experience God’s awesome 

creation in an all-new way. Trust me—doing Bible study in a meadow, surrounded by mountains, changes every-

thing. The kids take daily hikes, do the high ropes, go fly fish, camp out and tons more. 
 

High School 

Our High School group will have a two-week trip this summer. The first part will be spent in South Dallas, learn-

ing about doing ministry close to home. It’s one thing to do service work in another city, but when it’s minutes 

from your home, it really sinks in. The youth group will work in homeless shelters, run VBS, help with youth pro-

grams and spend lots of time contemplating what it means to be Jesus’s disciples 
 

Next they will travel to Detroit for the ELCA National Youth Gathering. When you are a Lutheran in Texas, you 

start to think you are the only Lutheran in the world, but when you step into a stadium for the nightly events at the 

gathering and see 40,000 Lutheran youth screaming their heads off, you realize you are a part of something really 

big. The gathering is an incredibly well-planned event that high school youth get so much out of.  The kids will 

hear great speakers and awesome bands, do service work and just have a blast!  
 

Adults 

Just ask anyone who has helped serve at Mt. Olive VBS in the last two years, they will tell you that it is a life- 

changing experience. Mt. Olive Lutheran is an incredible church that is rich in culture and has wonderful members. 

However, they operate on a tight budget and often struggle to fund the ministries that we have been so blessed to 

have. But the blessing in this hardship is that it allows us to join them in ministry. This year, we will have VBS at their 

church July 6-10. It promises to be a powerful week for those who volunteer and the kids and families who attend.    

Summer Faith Formation Reminder! All children are invited to join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. upstairs 

in the Education building for a special video series—Davey & Goliath—as well as popcorn and fellowship. 


